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the Project designed to further the de-
ployment and use of Broadband Trans-
mission Service, that the applicant in-
tends to build or fund using the Agen-
cy’s grant funds and the Matching Con-
tribution; and 

(4) If other telecommunications car-
riers (including interexchange carriers, 
cable television operators, enhanced 
service providers, providers of satellite 
services and telecommunications 
equipment manufacturers and distribu-
tors) are participating in the delivery 
of services, a description of the con-
sultations and the anticipated role of 
such providers in the proposed Project. 

(g) Financial information and sustain-
ability. The applicant must provide a 
narrative description demonstrating 
the sustainability of the Project during 
the first two years and after comple-
tion and the sufficiency of resources 
and expertise necessary to undertake 
and complete the Project. The fol-
lowing financial information is re-
quired: 

(1) Certified financial statements, if 
available; otherwise, the most current 
income statement and balance sheet 
for existing operations; and 

(2) Pro-forma financial information 
for 5 years, evidencing the sustain-
ability of the Project. 

(h) A statement of experience. Informa-
tion on the owners’ and principal em-
ployees’ relevant work experience that 
would ensure the success of the 
Project. The applicant must provide a 
written narrative describing its dem-
onstrated capability and experience, if 
any, in operating a broadband tele-
communications system. 

(i) Evidence of legal authority and ex-
istence. The applicant must provide evi-
dence of its legal existence and author-
ity to enter into a grant agreement 
with the Agency and to perform the ac-
tivities proposed under the grant appli-
cation. 

(j) Funding commitment from other 
sources. If the Project requires addi-
tional funding from other sources in 
addition to the Agency’s grant, the ap-
plicant must provide evidence that 
funding agreements have been obtained 
to ensure completion of the Project. 

(k) Compliance with other federal stat-
utes. The applicant must provide evi-
dence of compliance with other federal 

statutes and regulations, including, 
but not limited to the following: 

(1) 7 CFR part 15, subpart A—Non-
discrimination in Federally Assisted 
Programs of the Department of Agri-
culture—Effectuation of Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

(2) 7 CFR part 3015—Uniform Federal 
Assistance Regulations. 

(3) 7 CFR part 3017—Governmentwide 
Debarment and Suspension (Non-pro-
curement). 

(4) 7 CFR part 3018—New Restrictions 
on Lobbying. 

(5) 7 CFR part 3021—Governmentwide 
Requirements for Drug-Free Workplace 
(Financial Assistance). 

(6) Certification regarding Architec-
tural Barriers. 

(7) Certification regarding Flood Haz-
ard Precautions. 

(8) An environmental report, in ac-
cordance with 7 CFR 1794. 

(9) Certification that grant funds will 
not be used to duplicate lines, facili-
ties, or systems providing Broadband 
Transmission Service. 

(10) Federal Obligation Certification 
on Delinquent Debt. 

§ 1739.16 Review of grant applications. 

(a) All applications for grants must 
be delivered to the Agency at the ad-
dress and by the date specified in the 
NOFA (see § 1739.2) to be eligible for 
funding. The Agency will review each 
application for conformance with the 
provisions of this part. The Agency 
may contact the applicant for addi-
tional information or clarification. 

(b) Incomplete applications as of the 
deadline for submission will not be 
considered. If an application is deter-
mined to be incomplete, the applicant 
will be notified in writing and the ap-
plication will be returned with no fur-
ther action. 

(c) Applications conforming with this 
part will then be evaluated competi-
tively by a panel of the Agency’s em-
ployees selected by the Administrator 
of the Agency, and will be awarded 
points as described in the scoring cri-
teria in § 1739.17. Applications will be 
ranked and grants awarded in rank 
order until all grant funds are ex-
pended. 
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(d) Regardless of the score an appli-
cation receives, if the Agency deter-
mines that the Project is technically 
or financially infeasible, the Agency 
will notify the applicant, in writing, 
and the application will be returned 
with no further action. 

§ 1739.17 Scoring of applications. 

(a) All eligible applications will re-
ceive points for the following scoring 
criteria: 

(1) The rurality of the Project (up to 
40 points); 

(2) The economic need of the 
Project’s Service Area (up to 30 points); 
and 

(3) The ‘‘community-oriented 
connectivity’’ benefits derived from 
the proposed service (up to 30 points). 

(b) Scoring criteria: 
(1) The rurality of the project—up to 40 

points. 
(i) This criterion will be used to 

evaluate the rurality of the Commu-
nity served by the Project, in accord-
ance with the following method of scor-
ing. If a Community is identified in the 
latest decennial Census, the applicant 
must use the Census information. If a 
Community is not identified in the 
Census but is identified in the latest 
edition of the Rand McNally Atlas, the 
applicant will use the Rand McNally 
Atlas information. Rurality shall be 
determined by the following criteria: 

(A) The 2000 population data con-
tained in the U.S. Bureau of the Census 
at http://factfinder.census.gov: or 

(B) The population data contained in 
the latest edition of the Rand McNally 
Atlas. If no population data is con-
tained in the Rand McNally Atlas for a 
community that is recognized in the 
Atlas, then that community is not eli-
gible for a grant. 

(ii) The following categories are used 
in the evaluation of rurality: 

(A) Level 1 means any Community 
having a population of less than 500 in-
habitants. 

(B) Level 2 means any Community 
having a population of at least 500 and 
not in excess of 1,000 inhabitants. 

(C) Level 3 means any Community 
having a population over 1,000 and not 
in excess of 2,000 inhabitants. 

(D) Level 4 means any Community 
having a population over 2,000 and not 
in excess of 3,000 inhabitants. 

(E) Level 5 means any Community 
having a population over 3,000 and not 
in excess of 4,000 inhabitants. 

(F) Level 6 means any Community 
having a population over 4,000 and not 
in excess of 5,000 inhabitants. 

(G) Level 7 means any Community 
having a population over 5,000 and not 
in excess of 10,000 inhabitants. 

(H) Level 8 means any Community 
having a population over 10,000 and not 
in excess of 20,000 inhabitants. 

(iii) Each application will receive 
points based on the location of the fa-
cilities financed using the definitions 
in paragraphs (b)(1)(i) and (b)(1)(ii) of 
this section. 

(A) For a Service Area that includes 
a Level 1 Community, it will receive 40 
points. 

(B) For a Service Area that includes 
a Level 2 Community, it will receive 35 
points. 

(C) For a Service Area that includes 
a Level 3 Community, it will receive 30 
points. 

(D) For a Service Area that includes 
a Level 4 Community, it will receive 25 
points. 

(E) For a Service Area that includes 
a Level 5 Community, it will receive 20 
points. 

(F) For a Service Area that includes 
a Level 6 Community, it will receive 15 
points. 

(G) For a Service Area that includes 
a Level 7 Community, it will receive 10 
points. 

(H) For a Service Area that includes 
a Level 8 Community, it will receive 5 
points. 

(2) The economic need of the Project 
Service Area—up to 30 points. This cri-
terion will be used to evaluate the eco-
nomic need of the Service Area. Appli-
cants must utilize the median house-
hold income (MHI) for the Community 
serviced and the state in which the 
Community is located, as determined 
by the U.S. Bureau of the Census at 
http://factfinder.census.gov. If the com-
munity was qualified using the Rand 
McNally Atlas, the applicant must use 
the MHI, contained in the decennial 
census, of the county in which the 
Community resides as the Community 
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